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e, 10,800 participants, representing 907
\/\/cities and 109 countries, gathered here at

the Global So-cial and Solidarity Economy
in Bordeaux, declare that the Social and Solidarity
Economy is a project of social transformation.

We are living in dystopic times. Seven of the nine
planetary boundaries have been crossed; inequa-
li-ties within countries are increasing; not since
1946 has the world experienced so many conflicts;
and democracies are in retreat. The future has yet
to be written.

Between 2021 and 2024, the Social and Solida-
rity Economy gained significant international re-
cogni-tion. International institutions, beginning
with the United Nations, have fully acknowledged
its role in localizing the Sustainable Development
Goals. Admittedly, this recognition has not yet
been matched with the resources required to meet
these ambitions. Moreover, it now risks being un-
dermined by the crisis of multilateralism. But the
Social and Solidarity Economy operates over the
long term. It is resilient in the face of crises and
challenges the dominant capitalist model. To-
day, it bears the respon-sibility of rekindling the
ideals of the Philadelphia Declaration, reminding
the world that lasting peace can only be achieved
when founded upon social justice.
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We affirm that the Social and Solidarity Economy
is an economy of dialogue and peace — peace
among peoples, peace within nations, and peace
with all living beings on which we depend.

The Social and Solidarity Economy is a stabilizing
force. Through its principles of cooperation and
soli-darity, it reduces tensions and inequalities by
responding to community needs and maintaining
social cohesion. Its resilience has been demons-
trated in every crisis—from the subprime crisis to
the COVID-19 pandemic, through ecological crises
and armed conflicts—where the SSE contributes
to preven-tion, reconstruction, and reconciliation.

However, the Social and Solidarity Economy does
not limit itself to repairing the world's disorders.
Present on every continent, it envisions and ex-
periments with desirable futures, offering a
construc-tive response to the aspirations of youn-
ger generations. It is a movement for economic
democracy that is rebuilding the commons in the
face of ongoing attempts by the hyper-rich to
maintain the sta-tus quo.

Driven by social movements, civil society, and col-
lective enterprises, the Social and Solidarity Eco-
no-my is a vitalizing force for our democracies. It
fights for and protects economic and social rights,
in-cluding women'’s rights, preserves freedoms in



public space, particularly for independent media,
and provides cooperative alternatives to digital
monopolies and meaningful responses to the cli-
mate emergency.

The Social and Solidarity Economy is an economy
of pathways to implement a just ecological tran-
si-tion. It is an efficient economic actor that treats
material and immaterial resources not as assets
to be exploited, but as goods to be renewed. It of-
fers individuals and communities a role, empowe-
ring them through democratic control, economic
participation, and education for emancipation
and col-lective responsibility.

In the face of the crisis of States, whose founda-
tions have been eroded by decades of neoliberal
poli-cies, we must strengthen coalitions between
cities and the Social and Solidarity Economy, in
the spirit of the Quito Declaration, which sought
to foster inclusive economic development and de-
cent work.

From all continents, we declare our shared goal to
strengthen our practices in order to address ter-
ri-torial challenges, accelerate the development
of the Social and Solidarity Economy, and reaffirm
our commitment to work together towards the
socio-ecological transition that our world urgently
re-quires.

More than ever, we must co-construct and co-pro-
duce transformative policies to reintegrate the
economy within society.

We commit to:

m Build upon the unprecedented mobilization of
GSEF2025 by strengthening efforts within our
territories to raise awareness and recognition of
the SSE and its objectives.

m Organize and mobilize as a citizen-led, trans-
formative movement working towards a more
equitable, sustainable, and democratic eco-
nomy, raising awareness and engaging with pu-
blic and civil society actors who can contribute
to the development of the Social and Solidarity
Economy and to the necessary socio-ecological
transition.

mIncrease and accelerate efforts to create en-
abling ecosystems and to develop Social and
Soli-darity Economy projects in our territories
using all available resources.

m Draw inspiration from best practices through
the creation of a platform for Social and Soli-
dari-ty Economy and cities initiatives, to stren-
gthen their viability and impact.

m Deepen relations with other international
networks of mayors to promote Social and Soli-
darity Economy values and policies.
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m Reaffirm the importance of citizen participation
and social dialogue for innovation and com-mu-
nity resilience, and ensure inclusive participa-
tion—especially of youth and underrepre-sented
groups—in Social and Solidarity Economy initia-
tives and governance structures.

m Support individual and collective well-being
across all territories, including in communities
of origin for migrants displaced by conflict and
climate crises, as well as in host communities.

m Refuse to submit to systems and regimes that
restrict freedoms and social, economic, and po-
li-tical rights.

m Strengthen alliances among networks to speak
with one unified voice on the international stage.

B Foster intercooperation among Social and Soli-
darity Economy families and members to sup-
port territorial development and build coalitions
with those working towards the same objectives.

m Promote direct and equitable international
partnerships between funders and funded or-
gani-zations.

m Support the international momentum for reco-
gnition of the Social and Solidarity Economy and
the organizations that advance it, and reinforce
dialogue with civil society globally.

m Contribute to the cultural and educational eman-
cipation of populations to deepen awareness of
the interdependence between economic, social,
and environmental objectives.

We call upon:

The United Nations and International
Organizations

m Continue analysis and dissemination to advance
knowledge of the Social and Solidarity Econo-my
among States.

m Continue encouraging countries to adopt poli-
cies that support the development of the Social
and Solidarity Economy.

m Establish dedicated internal mechanisms speci-
fically focused on the Social and Solidarity Eco-
nomy.

m Create a Multi-Stakeholder Organization for Fair
and Equitable Exchanges.

The European Union

The Social and Solidarity Economy embodies the
values of the European Union, as set out in Article
2 of the Treaty. This commitment must now, more
than ever, be strengthened:



m Uphold and maintain the commitments made
under the Social Economy Action Plan and the
Council Recommendation of 27 November 2023.

m Promote the Social Economy not only within the
EU but also in its relations with non-member
countries, with particular attention to regions
with association and/or trade agreements.

m Include the Social Economy among the priorities
of all EU policies and programs, regardless of
their general objectives or territorial scope.

m Preserve a significant place for the promotion of
the Social Economy within the multiannual finan-
cial framework.

m Keep the Social Economy at the heart of social,
economic, and territorial cohesion policies.

m Develop a specific and coherent legal and fiscal
framework for the Social Economy.

States

m Adopt laws recognizing, promoting, and suppor-
ting the development of the Social and Solida-
ri-ty Economy within their territories.

m Establish and invest in co-construction spaces
with the Social and Solidarity Economy to design
public policies and programs addressing socie-
tal challenges to which the Social and Solidarity
Economy provides unique and transformative
contributions.

m Support the financing of the SSE by increasing
its share in national and international public
po-licies

m Ensure that SSE financing tools are rooted in its
values

m Ensure fair access for Social and Solidarity Eco-
nomy enterprises to public procurement and
economic development programs.

B Ensure that sectoral (employment, health, hou-
sing, education, etc.) and cross-cutting policies
(green economy, circular economy, silver eco-
nomy, etc.) recognize the role of the Social and
Solidarity Economy and its actors in implemen-
tation.

m Recognize the Social and Solidarity Economy
as a driving force for social innovation and pro-
gress.
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m Implement a green job guarantee to contribute
to ecological transition by creating decent work
within the Social and Solidarity Economy.

m Support international dialogue on the Social
and Solidarity Economy, by ensuring dedicated
expertise and resources within international ins-
titutions.

m Rely on universities to advance education, trai-
ning, and research on the Social and Solidarity
Economy, with attention to developing better
data and knowledge sharing.

m Develop coordinated and funded programs
between States and local governments to sup-
port the development of the Social and Solida-
rity Economy.

Local Governments

m Recognize and support co-governance spaces
for the Social and Solidarity Economy as essen-
tial for strengthening the SSE at the territorial
level.

B Recognize and sustain citizen-led initiatives ad-
vancing the common good through the Social
and Solidarity Economy.

m Promote local initiatives supporting fair trade.

m Recognize and promote the Social and Solidarity
Economy as a key instrument for participatory
democracy.

m Strengthen partnerships between cities and
the Social and Solidarity Economy to address
mi-gration challenges.

m Implement ecosystemic strategies based on
territorial dynamics of the Social and Solidarity
Economy



